
vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 
The 2019 Western Public Health Casebook reflects the diversity in, and challenges of public 
health practice. Each case offers a unique take on a complex public health issue. Our cases go 
beyond describing the problem; the cases present a narrative around decision makers and 
stakeholders who are experiencing these challenges firsthand. Readers are encouraged to ‘step 
into the shoes’ of the protagonist (be they an individual, or a group), and think critically about the 
complexity and nuances inherent in public health practice. There are no right or wrong answers 
to each case. In fact, we believe it is the best cases that leave you with more questions than 
answers. We hope these cases make you think about challenges and better yet, allow you the 
opportunity to brainstorm meaningful solutions to today’s most challenging issues.  
 
We would like to express our gratitude to the following organizations (and the 
preceptors/supervisors) who supported the training of our students and the development of the 
cases in this Casebook: Bruyère Research Institute, Pan American Health Organization 
(Washington), RESULTS Canada, Niagara Health, Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada, 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada, National Institute for Health and Welfare, Learning Disabilities 
Association of Sudbury, Public Health Agency of Canada, Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health (Toronto). 
 
We would also like to thank Dr. Michel Deilgat, Medical Advisor with the Centre for Food-borne, 
Environmental and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases at the Public Health Agency of Canada. 
Dr. Deilgat has been a strong supporter of the MPH Program since its inception in 2013.  
Dr. Deilgat has a strong interest in developing the next generation of public health professionals.  
Since 2014, he has supervised 16 students from the MPH Program, more than any other 
supervisor or organization.  In 2018, he received the MPH Preceptor Award of Excellence in 
recognition of his unrelenting mentorship of the students who he has supervised.  To quote his 
students: “Dr. Deilgat most definitely goes above and beyond his duties as a preceptor to help 
us succeed. Through his actions both inside and outside PHAC, you can tell he tries his best to 
make sure his students have the most rewarding experience possible”. 
 
The cases that appear in this book are the hard work and dedication of a team we are so proud 
to be a part of. In particular, thank you to our case authors: you are supporting the pedagogy of 
public health and providing essential material to help the next generation of public health 
leaders grow. The final polished look of this book would not be possible without our copy editors 
and the careful eye of Diana Lee and Rosie Han. As editors, it is our privilege to provide this 
book as a tool to further the learning, the thinking and the progress of helping the world’s 
population recognize the goals of public health. 

– Shannon Sibbald and Gerald McKinley 
 
 


